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VAG-COM's value was proved to me
recently when I purchased a 2000
Audi A4 Avant 1.8 SE. The service
book revealed that the car had been
configured for variable servicing
intervals, but 19,000 miles had
elapsed since the last service and a
visit to the Audi website confirmed
that this was the maximum distance
that should be covered. Rather dis-
concertingly, the next service was
indicated as 5,000 miles away.

T have always been sceptical about
the value of variable servicing intervals
and decided that I would prefer the car
1o be configured for the usual fixed
10,000-mile (15,000 km) intervals.

With information taken from the
Ross Tech website, it became clear
that the field in the ECU which
required altering was that relating to
the oil quality in use. If oil which
conforms to VW's long-life 503.00
specification has been used, 2 value
relating o this is stored and long life
intervals are enabled. Should a non-
VW 503.00 spec oil be used, this
value must be altered and the vehicle
revets to fixed intervals.

After performing a full service
using genuine parts and high-quality,
but not long-life approved. VW Synta
Gold fully synthetic oil. I connected
my VAG-COM equipped kaptop 1 the
Ad’s diagnostic socket, located in the
rear of the centre console. With infor-
mation taken from the Ross Tech
website, I was able to locate this field
and amend the value held within it.
With the A4 now set for fixed service
intervals, all that was required was o
re-set the service reminder, something
which can be done using VAG-COM
or the instrument cluster buttons.

‘The comrect configuration was con-
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causes, without replacing the sensor,

firmed by
next service, which was now shown as
9,300 miles, an accurate conversion of
15,000 k.

As part of the service, the engine
management  systems fault code
memory was interrogated and the
following error was listed:

1 DTCs Found:
16502 ~ Engine Coolant Temp,
Sensor (G62): Signal too high
35-10 - - - Intermitient

Very occasionally, the vehicle had
suffered from starting problems which
never occurred from cold but only
when it had been fully

and then left for a while. This could
well have been related to the fault
code shown, which suggested a prob-
lem with the coolant temperature sen-
sor, a part whose main role is to pro-
vide the correct enrichment when
starting the engine. It could also mean
a fault with the sensor’s connection to.
the ECU, but it is possible to distin-
guish between these two possible

the output from it.
VAG-COM offers this facility.

Using the ‘Measuring Blocks' facili-
ty, itis possible to observe the output
from the engine’s sensors and to log
the output 50 that it can be analysed
safely away from the vehicle in a

nnel 11 allows engine
speed, coolant temperature and intake:
air temperature (o be monitored, and
decided 1o log these values during a

‘Once the data was analysed,
it was easy to see the problem’

drive when the engine would go from
cold to fully warmed-up.

With the laptop connected to the
diagnostic socket and the logging
process started, it was placed in a
rear footwell, 50 as not to distract the
driver, and the cable was carefully
routed away from the pedals and
gearshift before the test-drive com-
menced.

Once the data was analysed, it was
easy 1o see the problem. As the
coolant temperature reached around
40°C, the sensor would perform
ermatically and tell the ECU that it was
now -48°C. This continued almost
constantly uniil 63°C was reached
and then it would perform normally.
The -48°C figure isn't random, but is
the lowest value in the ECU's para-
meters and is produced when the
switch goes open circuit. This
explained the starting problem:
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